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File Number
06-1293

Last Changed Date
06/07/2006

Title
SIZE OF SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

Initiated by
labonge Mover 2006 / Reyes - Greuel - Hahn - Rosendahl - Garcetti - 
Wesson, Jr.

Subject
Motion - Preservation of established single-family neighborhood character has 
emerged as a citywide issue, in both the flat and hillside areas of the City. 
Changes in land value, housing preference and housing inventory are all 
playing a part in the trend toward larger and larger single family homes being 
constructed in the City. These larger homes, however, are often incompatible 
with the established scale and character of existing single-family 
neighborhoods.
Current Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) provisions governing building 
height, yard setbacks and, in hillside areas, building footprint lot coverage, 
are insufficient to address the issues of massing and bulk of single family 
homes, both in relationship to the property on which they are built and to the 
neighboring existing homes. For example, a 7,020 square-foot house can be 
constructed by right on a 5,000 square-foot lot; on a 7,500 square-foot lot, a 
11,040 square-foot house can be constructed, also without any variances or 
other entitlements.
Existing communities and neighborhoods have been demanding interim 
control ordinances to control this overbuilding. However, ICO's are temporary 
measures which are meant to curb activity until permanent legislation is 
approved. Creation of ICO's and processing of hardship exemptions consume 
staff resources that would be more efficiently used in pursuing a permanent 
solution. Therefore, rather than creating a patchwork of ICO's, a 
comprehensive, citywide approach is needed.
THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of City Planning, in conjunction with 
the City Attorney and the Department of Building and Safety, be directed to 
prepare an ordinance amending the LAMC to establish the appropriate size of 
single family homes in flat and hillside areas. Such ordinance should consider: 
the size of the structure in relation to the size of the lot (floor area ratio), for 
both new construction and additions to existing homes, the relationship 
between percentage of slope and allowable buildable area amendments to 
existing Specific Plans and municipal code provisions to ensure consistency.

Date Received
06/06/2006

File History
6-6-06 - This day's Council session
6-6-06 - Ref to Planning and Land Use Management Committee
6-6-06 - File to Planning and Land Use Management Committee Clerk
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