Cheviot Hills Home Owners’ Association, Inc.

Statement in Support of Mass Transit and Position on Expo Phase 2

The CHHOA board supports mass transit that is effective, well planned and minimizes negative impacts on neighborhoods. The Expo Light Rail Line Phase 1 project is nearing completion, and construction on Phase 2 is scheduled to begin soon.  Phase 2 extends the light rail line across Venice Blvd., through Cheviot Hills and across West Los Angeles along the Exposition right-of-way. While there are several above street-level crossings and a 1/2 mile below-grade trench on  Phase 1, Phase 2 plans for trains to run at street-level across the major north/south arteries of Overland Ave., Westwood Ave., Sepulveda Blvd., and Barrington Ave. We believe these street-level crossings will intensify traffic gridlock across wide-spread areas of West Los Angeles, endanger children at the Overland Ave. School and intensify noise and air pollution unless effective mitigations are added to the current planning phase.

In 2007 four neighboring homeowner associations (Westwood Gardens, West of Westwood, Cheviot Hills and Tract 7260) formed Neighbors for Smart Rail (NFSR) to ask the Expo Authority to address issues that concern residents of West Los Angeles and correct deficiencies  in its Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  NFSR maintains the Expo Authority used a flawed EIR to support its Phase 2 Light Rail proposal and has violated the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Having our concerns ignored by the Expo Authority, NFSR filed a lawsuit to obtain a new EIR that will honestly address the realities of Phase 2.  The CHHOA board, as part of NFSR, is holding the Expo Authority accountable for addressing our residents’ concerns and creating solutions that improve traffic, not make it worse.  We support a mass transit system that is adequately planned, funded and not contemptuous of local concerns under the assumption that it will, in and of itself, provide a solution to the traffic problems of Westside Los Angeles. This lawsuit is intended to have the Expo Authority use the highest standards of safety, construction, noise abatement, traffic mitigations and design.  

The key litigation issues of the lawsuit are: 

· Failure of the Expo Authority to use an appropriate baseline for its evaluation of the environmental impacts at certain street crossings.  They did not use the existing conditions but instead used a hypothetical future baseline to form traffic estimates.

· Failure of the Expo Authority to revise and re-circulate the EIR in light of substantial project changes, new design options, new technical studies, and mitigation options.

· Failure of the Expo Authority to analyze the interconnection of Expo Phase 1 with Phase 2, thereby ignoring the cumulative impacts of Phase 1 on Phase 2.

· Failure of the Expo Authority to study cumulative impacts of all new projects adjacent to Expo, such as the Casden Project at Sepulveda and Exposition.

· Failure of the Expo Authority to respond adequately to the comments submitted by NFSR, members of the communities, and other public agencies.

We could not have taken on this huge challenge without the enormous emotional and financial support of our neighbors. So many of you have generously donated not only money but taken the time to go to meetings, to email, fax and call our representatives, and march (yes, march!) in support of our position. CHHOA realizes that Expo Phase 2 is an emotionally charged issue. We ask all our homeowners to respect differing points of view, continue to attend meetings and stay informed. 

